354                                         AYODHYA.

Very little seems to be known about any bastra-writer
with the name Buddhadasa, and there is no author with
this name in the catalogues of Buddhist books as known
in China and Japan.

A-YU-T^E (AYODHYA).

From the neighbourhood of Navadevakula city, according to
the Eecords, the pilgrim continued his journey, going south-east;
and after travelling above 600 ft, and crossing the Ganges to the
south, he reached the A~yii-Ve (Ayudha or Ayodhya) country.

According to the account in the Life it was from Kanauj
that Yuan-chuang went 600 li south-east to Ayudha. The
capital of this country, which was about a mile to the
south of the river, has been identified with the Ayodhya
of other writers, the old capital of OudL On account of
difficulties of direction and distance Cunningham proposes
a different site for Yuan-chuang's Ayudha1. But it seems
to be better to adhere to Ayodhya, and to regard Yuan-
chuang's Ganges here as a mistake for a large affluent of
the great river. The city was on the south bank of the
river, and about 120 miles east-south-east from Kanauj.
Its name is found written in full A-yii-Ve-ye ($$ % jjfc j&),
Ayudhya (Ayodhya), and the city is said to have been the
seat of government of a line of kings more or less mythi-
cal.2 We know also that to the Hindus Ayodhya was
the old capital of Rama and the Solar race. It is possible
that an old or dialectic form of the name was Ayuddha,
and the Chinese translation of the Sanskrit word, which
suits either form, means invincible or irresistaUe* Moreover
we find that Yuan-chuang makes his Ayudha the tempo-
rary residence of Asanga and Vasubandhu, and other
authorities represent Ayodhya as a place of sojourn for
these two illustrious brothers. Then the Ayudha of Yuan-

1  A. Gr. I. p. 385.   As will be seen there are serious difficulties
in the identification of Yuan-chuang's Ayudha with the Sha-ki of
Fa-hsien and with the Ayodhya of other writers.

2  Chung-hsu-ching, ch. 1 (No. 859).